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LOVE AND DELIGHT
hen my eternal Beloved entered my life,

I was changed into a being of joy.

Now I am like a lamp —

Light to itself and others.

First my Beloved sat 

On the throne of my heart

And took me up in His embrace.

I became His, He became mine.

Sprang a sweet fellowship between us two

Who are eternally one:

Love playing with Love, Delight with Delight.

— Swami Ramdas

SEPTEMBER 2021
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FROM THE EDITOR
ight from our childhood we lead our lives 
interacting with persons and situations and 
not with anything that is abstract. Though 

there may be many occasions where our interactions 
do not go as expected, we continue to live, learn, 
enjoy and even guide others based upon these 
interactions.

However, the word God makes us feel that He is 
superhuman and hence it is not possible to have the 
same feeling that we develop with our fellow creatures. 
In most of such cases, He remains just as a concept, 
far away from reality. At the same time, from the lives 
of many Mahatmas, we have learnt that developing 
a feeling of fellowship with the indwelling and all-
pervading Lord is the sweetest relationship with Him.

Beloved Papa’s very life showcases a mysterious 
but blissful relationship with the Lord. Even a casual 
reading of the words of Beloved Papa on this subject 
itself gives us inexplicable joy though for a short 
time; he said: “When Ramdas was wandering in the 
Himalayas several years ago, he used to converse 
with Him. There was with him the Impersonal Person. 
He could commune with Him, he could talk to Him. 
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Even now he does it, but very rarely. Because He 
is from within inspiring and guiding Ramdas every 
moment. As such he is living and moving in a state 
of ecstasy and freedom. The ecstasy abides with him 
twenty-four hours without effort.”

May the articles in this month’s issue of THE 
VISION enable all of us to intensely dwell on this 
theme and apply it in our lives, whereby, we too can 
revel in the bliss derived from the fellowship with the 
Divine. q

— Editor

The Name purifies your life and makes it 

holy, because it directly opens your heart to 

the awareness of God within. The Name grants 

you the knowledge of your eternal fellowship 

with the Supreme Beloved, and thereafter 

you will not miss Him or feel separated from 

Him. He is your companion at all times and 

places. Verily, the Name elevates you to a new 

consciousness, even though you seem to be 

still living on the earthly plane.

—  Swami Ramdas
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THE ZENITH OF LOVE
By Swami Ramdas

he devotee who seeks union 
with God adopts various 
methods of approach towards 

Him. He puts himself in the position 
of a servant, looking upon him as his 
master just as Hanuman did with regard to Rama. 
Or, he assumes the part of a friend towards Him, as 
Arjuna did in the case of Krishna. Or again the part of 
a mother towards her child, as in the case of Yashoda 
and Krishna. Then again, adopts the relationship of a 
lover towards her beloved, as existed between Radha 
and Krishna. Lastly, the devotee chooses to become 
a blissful witness of the Divine play between Purusha 
and Prakriti. And, this is illustrated by the Gopis who 
contrived to bring about the meeting of Radha and 
Krishna so that they might experience the unique joy 
of witnessing the Lila between them.

Of all the relationships which the devotee forms 
with God, the most exalted and at the same time the 
sweetest is that of the Gopis. The Gopis, when they 
watch the play of Radha and Krishna, experience 
not only the delight of the same, but also, through 
identification with them, enjoy the ecstasy which that 
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Divine couple feel and realize between themselves. 
Now, Krishna stands for the Purusha, or the calm, 

silent, immutable, unmanifest aspect of the Godhead, 
and Radha, for the Divine Power in the manifestation 
of the universe; that is to say, His Lila aspect. So, the 
Supreme Godhead — the Purushottama — is at once 
the unmanifest Purusha and the manifest Prakriti, and 
also beyond both. The devotee who has reached the 
height of Gopis’ love is one with the Purushottama, 
who is not only the witness of the world Lila, and the 
world Lila itself, but also the Supreme Witness of the 
union of both the Lila and its Witness.

We see that the Gopis did not desire to have, 
direct contact with Krishna, or to have the much-
coveted play with Him, as the devotees usually desire. 
They found their joy in bringing together Radha and 
Krishna, and witnessing the play, so that, they could, 
while keeping a distance, identify themselves with 
each by turns, and enjoy their communion. Here, the 
love of the Gopis, as also that of Radha and Krishna, 
is of the most sublime nature, in which the body 
idea is completely absent. It is the desire of union, of 
Spirit with Spirit, and therefore, the consummation 
of highest love and ecstasy. Hence, the Gopis’ love 
has been held as unsurpassed by the love realized 
through any other relationship with God.
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To Gopis, the sight of Krishna alone, without 
Radha, did not yield delight. When they found Him 
alone, they grew disconsolate. They would go in 
search of Radha and with great pain and trouble lead 
her to where Krishna was. In the same way, when 
they beheld Radha without Krishna, they would try 
to bring Krishna to her. This game of hide and seek 
between Radha and Krishna proves a sore trial to the 
Gopis; but even then, they enjoy the play. And the 
labour involved in bringing about the union is amply 
rewarded when they come to witness it.

The above description of love between Gopis on 
the one hand and Radha and Krishna on the other, 
presents not only the most fascinating study of the Lila 
of the Lord, incarnated as Krishna, but also bears a deep 
allegorical meaning. The true vision of God consists 
in beholding both the manifest and the unmanifest 
aspects of God at the same time. The ignorant soul 
sees only the Prakriti or manifest aspect of Him, without 
realizing that, at the basis of the Prakriti, there is the 
unmanifest all-pervading, serene aspect of the Lord. It 
is the seeing of the one in many, or the unseen in the 
seen, the changeless in the changing, the formless in the 
forms, unity in diversity and oneness in multiplicity, that 
constitutes the true vision of God. Here the devotee is at 
once the three-in-one: he is Purusha, he is Prakriti and 
he is also the Witness of them both. q

THE ZENITH OF LOVE
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WORDS OF BELOVED PAPA SWAMI RAMDAS
ommune With God:

Communion with God can be 
cultivated in silence and solitude. 

The eternal Beloved in our hearts is ever 
waiting to raise us from the lower nature 
in which we are caught. What is required is that we 
should lift our gaze to Him, hand ourselves over to 
Him and permit Him to take us up and transform 
us into His likeness by infusing into us His radiance 
and joy. The moment our hearts are turned towards 
Him, we taste the sweetness of fellowship with Him. 
Thereafter, our attachment to, and longing for, the 
objects that perish lose their hold on us, and when 
our communion with God becomes more and more 
intimate, we become entirely free from the shackles 
of the world. Our lives will then be Divinely illumined 
and flow like a pure, sparkling, blissful stream. We will 
then talk, live and play with Him, and be active in all 
manner of ways in His closest company. Our vision 
gets now so thoroughly purified and universalized that 
we not only do feel His presence ever with us, but also 
behold Him everywhere as everybody and everything. 
In this exalted experience the ego-sense completely 
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vanishes and we float on the sea of Absolute Bliss and 
Peace perennially. Life now becomes a concentrated 
expression of the eternal Light and Joy. Love is 
now natural and spontaneous, saturating our every 
thought, feeling and act. Love now unifies, sanctifies 
and divinizes every part of our being, converting us into 
a veritable embodiment of Divinity. The distinction of 
God and devotee disappears. Now it is that the soul 
experiences a state in which itself, universe and God 
are one and the same.

Establish A Relationship With God: 

As a man thinketh so he becometh. As you think 
constantly of God you become God. If you think of 
the world, your mind will be restless. Therefore, in 
the first place, you have to establish a relationship 
with God. Look upon Him as your father or mother 
and yourself as His son or daughter, and surrender 
your entire life to Him saying, “I am nothing, O God, 
You are everything.” Then it is that God reveals 
Himself in your heart in all His splendour. He fills 
every part of your being and the distinction between 
you and Him disappears, Christ said “I and my 
father are one.” That will be true in your case also. 

WORDS OF BELOVED PAPA
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Christ is the Cosmic Consciousness, and every one 
of you, the embodiment of that Consciousness. So, 
by the grace of the Father, Master and Mother, you 
are raised to that state in which you realise your 
identity with Him. Thereafter, your eyes see only 
God everywhere, within and without. All sense of 
diversity will completely disappear. The fountain of 
your heart will open and love will flow out towards 
everybody alike. You have now no enemy in the 
world. Your heart is replete with ineffable peace and 
joy. It is not a momentary joy but you have it for all 
the twenty-four hours of the day. As you have found 
within you the ocean of joy, you will have no desires 
for anything in the world. q

God is Satchidananda — Absolute 

Existence, Consciousness and Bliss. 

He is seated in the hearts of all beings and 

creatures. To really behold Him means to 

realize Him in our own hearts. Truly, He is 

our only true relation and the dearest one. 

— Swami Ramdas
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WITH THE DIVINE MOTHER
By Swami Shuddhananda

n the morning, Mataji said: 
“Whenever I quarrelled with 
Papa for not revealing Himself in 

your hearts, he would reply: ‘Ramdas 
needs only as much space as the tip of a 
needle to get into their hearts. But even this little space 
is not there. What can he then do?’ You have filled 
your hearts with so many earthly desires, cravings, 
etc. How can Papa then get even needle-tip space 
He needs to enter your hearts and occupy them? On 
account of Deha-Abhiman, everyone’s heart is full of 
all sorts of cravings. We ask for so many things but 
not for Papa. Why? Because, you have become slack 
in Ram Nam. If you do Nama, Dhyana and Seva, 
Papa will do the rest. How do you think Papa made 
me realise His infinite eternal Being? How many sit 
for Ram Nam and Bhajan? Each one sits only so long 
as he or she is to sing. Then they either come here 
(into Papa’s room) or go back to their rooms or go 
about on some petty work.

“Papa is not far from us. Papa is within us. All 
He asks from us is a needle-tip of space which we can 
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give only if we develop love for Ram Nam and chant 
it with Dhyana and Seva. We do not want to do it 
because we have no love for Papa. We love worldly 
acquisitions, name, fame, position, our kith and kin, 
more than Papa. It is not really difficult for us to love 
Papa. Don’t we love our parents and others around 
us? All you have to do is transfer that love and longing 
to Papa. Most people are scared to love Papa or to 
make room for Him in their heart, lest they should 
lose whatever worldly goods they have. (Mataji 
laughs) They know not that when they get Papa, 
instead of losing anything, they gain everything. On 
the other hand, if you don’t have Papa, you do not 
have anything.”

In the night the talk in Papa’s room drifted to the 
question paper. A couple of teachers who had come 
to Kanhangad for evaluation work visited the Ashram. 
Recalling their visit, Mataji said she would set up a 
question-paper of her own for those gathered in the 
room. Mataji posed the question: ‘In what manner do 
you love Papa?’ She then asked those present to answer 
it truthfully and as they really felt. When none ventured 
an answer, Mataji elaborated: “I mean, do you love 
Papa as you love your mother, father or brother or as 
any other relation?” One devotee ventured after some 
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time: “I love Papa as I love my father and mother.” 
Another said she loved Papa as her Guru.

Mataji: “You truly love Papa when you love all 
those around you as His forms. You cannot expect 
your love for Papa to be true and lasting if you cannot 
love your fellow-beings. You have to make Papa your 
own. Only then can you make the whole universe 
and all the beings in it as your own. It is not that there 
is no love in your heart or that you are incapable of 
giving love. You love your own relatives. Even your 
dog gets your affection and you say ‘My dog’. With 
the same intensity of feeling, you should say ‘My 
Guru’. What I simply cannot understand is you all 
have stayed here for years; why is it that none of you 
has yet started to look upon Papa as yours? He is in 
your heart and is your constant companion.” q

WITH THE DIVINE MOTHER

No external Darshan can give us eternal 
happiness; it can yield only transitory 

satisfaction and peace. We must seek 
fellowship of the imperishable Truth within 
us, so as to merge ourselves ultimately in Him 
and realise immortal bliss.

— Swami Ramdas
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MAKE GOD YOUR COMPANION
By Swami Satchidananda

he foundation for spiritual 
life is constant remembrance 
of God. Of course, constant 

remembrance can come only if we are 
serious in Sadhana and our aspiration 
to realize God is very intense. This again can come 
only if God chooses us to take us unto Himself. 
Otherwise, we cannot. Only if God wills, we can 
progress on the spiritual path. This does not mean 
that we should be idle. We should not say that: ‘Oh! 
God must shower His grace on us, then only we can 
realize; otherwise, we cannot realize.’ 

The very fact that all of us are in touch with 
Beloved Papa and Mataji from a long time and the 
very fact that we have been aspiring for a higher life 
show that God has chosen to reveal Himself in us and 
He will do it sooner or later. In the meantime, we are 
made to do Sadhana — some very seriously, some 
in a half-hearted way — all because our Sadhana is 
conditioned by our previous Vasanas and Samskaras. 
The results of many of the actions we had done in the 
past life do not permit us to take to intense Sadhana. 
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Unless we have worked out all those, we will not be 
able to do intense Sadhana. So, by Sadhana alone 
we have to wash them off. 

Beloved Papa has given us the Mantra. Let 
us chant the Mantra constantly, remember God 
ceaselessly and leave ourselves entirely in His hands. 
He will mould us and give us the right shape. Only 
thing we have to do is to leave ourselves in His hands. 
While chanting His name constantly, be aware of His 
presence within and without. You can think of Him 
as a personal God, or as an impersonal God. Once 
you feel His presence always with you, make Him 
your constant companion. He is closer to you than 
anybody else. Thus, have his close companionship 
and carry on with your Sadhana, live blissfully and 
be sure He will take you to the Supreme Goal — 
oneness with Him. q

MAKE GOD YOUR COMPANION

The one thing mainly needed by the 
Sadhaka in order to experience his 

unity and fellowship with God is undivided 
dedication of his life to Him.

— Swami Ramdas
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LOOK UPON GOD AS MOTHER
By Swami Chidananda

he concept of the human mind 
is based on relative experience. 
Subjective idealism, therefore, 

in its initial stages, takes the aid of 
objective and relative analogies. God is 
neither limited to abstract or concrete concepts. But 
it is easier to establish a conscious relationship with 
the Providence in terms of benevolent fatherhood 
or affectionate, kindly motherhood than by the 
concept of an unfathomable Void. God is devoid of 
qualities, in reality, but a relative superimposition of 
the positive ideals of goodness and virtue is essential 
for self-culture and spiritual progress of the aspirant.

Mother is very kind to her child. You are freer 
with your mother than with anybody else. It is the 
mother who protects you, nourishes you, consoles 
you, cheers you and nurses you. She is your first 
preceptor. She sacrifices her all for the sake of her 
children. In the spiritual field also, the aspirant has 
very intimate relationship with the Divine Mother. 

The Upasana or the worship of the Universal 
Mother leads to the attainment of knowledge of the 
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Self. The Yaksha Prasna in Kenopanishad supports 
this view. Approach Her with an open heart. Lay 
bare your mind with frankness and humility. Let your 
thoughts be pure and sublime. Become as simple as 
a child. Pulverise your individual entity, the egoistic 
nature, cunningness, selfishness and crookedness. 
Make a total, unreserved, ungrudging self-surrender 
to Her. Chant Her Mantras. Worship Her with faith 
and devotion.

Worship the Mother in all Her manifestations. 
She is the creative aspect of the Absolute. She is 
symbolised as Cosmic Energy. Energy is the physical 
ultimate of all forms of matter and the sustaining 
force of the Spirit. Energy and Spirit are inseparable. 
They are essentially one. The five elements and their 
combinations are the external manifestations of the 
Mother. Intelligence, discrimination, psychic power 
and will are Her internal manifestations. Humanity 
is Her visible form. Service of humanity is, therefore, 
the worship of the Divine Mother.

Feel that the Mother sees through your eyes, 
hears through your ears, and works through your 
hands. Feel that the body, mind, Prana, intellect and 
all their functions are Her manifestations. The one, 
universal life throbs in the heart of all. How can there 

LOOK UPON GOD AS MOTHER
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be any room for hatred and selfishness, when by 
hating another, you are but hating the Mother, when 
by being selfish to another, you are but denying your 
own Self. Drive deep this consciousness within your 
heart. Always meditate and practise this ideal of 
Divine oneness.

Mother’s grace is boundless. Her mercy is 
illimitable. She is pleased with a little purity of heart. 
Make a definite and sincere attempt to obtain the 
grace of the Mother. She will transform your entire 
life, and bless you with the milk of Divine wisdom, 
spiritual insight and Kaivalya! q

Source: God As Mother

You may look upon God as your Master and 

consider yourself to be His servant, and 

then remember the Master incessantly, so that 

by His light and grace you may be liberated from 

the clutches of the ego which is responsible for 

your keeping away from the Master and making 

you feel the sense of doership in every action.

— Swami Ramdas
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LOVE GOD
Excerpt From The Gospel Of Sri Ramakrishna

aster: “There is nothing in mere 
scholarship. The object of study 
is to find means of knowing 

God and realizing Him. A holy man had 
a book. When asked what it contained, 
he opened it and showed that on all the pages were 
written the words ‘Om Rama’, and nothing else.

“What is the significance of the Gita? It is what 
you find by repeating the word ten times. It is then 
reversed into ‘tagi’, which means a person who has 
renounced everything for God. And the lesson of the 
Gita is: ‘O man, renounce everything and seek God 
alone.’ Whether a man is a monk or a householder, 
he has to shake off all attachment from his mind. 

“Chaitanyadeva set out on a pilgrimage to 
southern India. One day he saw a man reading the 
Gita. Another man, seated at a distance, was listening 
and weeping. His eyes were swimming in tears. 
Chaitanyadeva asked him, ‘Do you understand all 
this?’ The man said, ‘No, revered sir, I don’t understand 
a word of the text.’ ‘Then why are you crying?’ asked 
Chaitanya. The devotee said: ‘I see Arjuna’s chariot 
before me. I see Lord Krishna and Arjuna seated in 
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front of it, talking. I see this and I weep.’
“Why does a Vijnani keep an attitude of love 

toward God? The answer is that ‘I-consciousness’ 
persists. It disappears in the state of samadhi, no doubt, 
but it comes back. In the case of ordinary people, the 
‘I’ never disappears. You may cut down the Aswattha 
tree, but the next day sprouts shoot up. 

Ego causes our sufferings “Even after the 
attainment of Knowledge this ‘I-consciousness’ 
comes up, nobody knows from where. You dream 
of a tiger. Then you are awake; but your heart keeps 
on palpitating! All our suffering is due to this ‘I’. The 
cow cries, ‘Hamba!’, which means ‘I’. That is why it 
suffers so much. It is yoked to the plough and made 
to work in rain and sun. Then it may be killed by 
the butcher. From its hide shoes are made, and also 
drums, which are mercilessly beaten. Still, it does not 
escape suffering. At last strings are made out of its 
entrails for the bows used in carding cotton. Then it 
no longer says, ‘Hamba! Hamba!’, ‘I! I!’ but ‘Tuhu! 
Tuhu!’, ‘Thou! Thou!’. Only then are its troubles over. 
O Lord, I am the servant; Thou art the Master. I am 
the child; Thou art the Mother. 

“Once Rama asked Hanuman, ‘How do you look 
upon Me?’ And Hanuman replied: ‘O Rama, as long 
as I have the feeling of “I”, I see that Thou art the 
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whole and I am a part; Thou art the Master and I am 
Thy servant. But when, O Rama, I have the knowledge 
of Truth, then I realize that Thou art I and I am Thou.’

“The relationship of master and servant is the 
proper one. Since this ‘I’ must remain, let the rascal 
be God’s servant.

“‘I’ and ‘mine’ — these constitute ignorance. ‘My 
house’, ‘my wealth’, ‘my learning’, ‘my possessions’ 
— the attitude that prompts one to say such things 
comes of ignorance. On the contrary, the attitude born 
of Knowledge is: ‘O God, Thou art the Master, and all 
these things belong to Thee. House, family, children, 
attendants, friends, are Thine.’

“God laughs on two occasions. He laughs when 
the physician says to the patient’s mother, ‘Don’t be 
afraid, mother; I shall certainly cure your boy.’ God 
laughs, saying to Himself, ‘I am going to take his life, 
and this man says he will save it!’ The physician thinks 
he is the master, forgetting that God is the Master. 
God laughs again when two brothers divide their land 
with a string, saying to each other, ‘This side is mine 
and that side is yours’. He laughs and says to Himself, 
‘The whole universe belongs to Me, but they say they 
own this portion or that portion.’

“Can one know God through reasoning? Be His 
servant, surrender yourself to Him, and then pray to 
Him.” q

LOVE GOD
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A DEEP PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
By Brother Anandamoy

ou have to cultivate a deep 
personal relationship with God. 
It doesn’t come by itself. You 

have to cultivate that. 

A saint said, “There is none more 
intimate or affectionate than God.” God is Love, 
and you have to build, you have to cultivate exactly 
that. And then when you go into meditation, you are 
with that God. And then what do you do? Not asking 
‘What do you give me?’ Just be there, and love.

I remember Master (Yogananda Paramahamsa) 
saying, “Go with joyous expectation to meet God in 
meditation.” And I think people do not understand 
what Master said. Going into meditation with joyous 
expectation, people think: ‘Oh now, what do you 
give me?’ He didn’t mean that. (He meant) It is the 
joyous expectation to be in the presence of God.

Just as when Master was here physically, when 
we had the opportunity to see him, it was with joyous 
expectation. And we didn’t think, what do you give 
me? No, it was enough to be in his presence. And 
this, it doesn’t come — I repeat myself on purpose — 
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you have to cultivate that thought, that concept of a 
Loving God. And Master said, “Just lose yourself in 
your love for God.” Lose yourself meaning forget self. 
He’s there, He’s there, and I am in his presence. Think 
of it. You have to cultivate that concept. Then when 
you go into meditation, you are with that God. You 
are with the Divine Beloved, or the Divine Mother, or 
whatever concept you have, you are there. And then 
LOVE, and that’s all. q

Source: https://yoganandasite.wordpress.com/

A DEEP PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP...

If you only depend upon the personal 
companionship of God, it is sure that you will 

have a sense of separation felt when you miss 
Him. If you experience only the impersonal Truth, 
you are likely to be disturbed while moving in the 
world. You have to realize the Supreme Godhead 
who is at once personal and impersonal. When 
you have realized this, you are established in 
absolute peace and bliss in whatever condition 
you are placed. Knowing your identity with Him, 
you remain separate from Him maintaining a 
close relationship as between child and mother, 
servant and master or friend and friend.

— Swami Ramdas
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WORSHIP THROUGH LOVE
By Swami Vivekananda

w
hen love for God becomes perfect, we think 
no more of the qualities of God — that He is 
omnipotent, omnipresent, and all those big 

adjectives. We do not want anything of God, so we 
do not care to notice these qualities. All we want is 
love of God. But anthropomorphism still follows us; 
so, we must love God as we love one another: 
1. The most commonplace, “peaceful” love is 

when we look up to our Father (God) for all we 
want — protection, food, etc.

2. The love which makes us want to serve. Man 
wants to serve God as his Master, the longing to 
serve dominating every other feeling.

3.  The love of a friend, of equals, companions, 
playmates. Man feels God is his companion.

4. Motherly love. God is looked upon as a child. 
In India this is considered a higher love than the 
foregoing, because it has no element of fear.

5. The love of husband and wife; love for love’s 
sake — God the perfect, beloved One.
When a man has this last and most perfect form 

of love, then all desires vanish, forms and doctrines 
drop away, even the desire for freedom (from the 
cycle of birth and death) is given up.” q
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FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
By Swami Ramdas

o the question whether God is personal or 
impersonal, Ramdas’ answer is that God is 
at once personal and impersonal. You can 

behold Him as everything and in everything in the 
universe. At the same time, you maintain a close 
relationship with Him in His personal aspect. He 
becomes your constant companion. You can talk 
to Him; you can play with Him and you can even 
joke with Him. He will be so intimate with you. He 
will protect you in ever so many ways and look after 
you mysteriously. This is true not only in the case 
of a particular devotee, but is equally applicable 
to all devotees in all parts of the world who have 
surrendered their lives to Him entirely. In such cases 
He grants the devotees His universal vision and still 
remains their constant companion. So, He is an 
lmpersonal Person, that is, He is not only the all-
pervading nameless and formless Reality, but He is 
also all that have names and forms. As your constant 
companion He guides you and looks after you just as 
a mother looks after the child. You feel His protection 
every moment of your life in a strange way. You can 
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look upon Him as your father, comrade or master. 
How this is possible is very difficult to describe.

We have read such things in the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna. He used to have Darshan of some living 
images of Divinity. He even played with them. But if 
you try to understand this by the help of the poor 
intellect, which has only a very limited capacity, you 
cannot comprehend how these things are possible. On 
the higher spiritual plane, you can actually experience 
this. Ramdas himself is having that experience, but 
still, he cannot tell you what that Impersonal Person is 
like. Very often Ramdas tells friends that Ram told him 
this and that. You will find even in his books how he 
had conversations with Him. People wonder in what 
way Ramdas talked to Him and how He responded 
to his feelings, impulses and talks. This is a wonderful 
thing, but it is there all the same.

Ramdas remembers one thing, that all through 
his Sadhana God was guiding him in a mysterious 
way from the very beginning. He knew it was God 
who gave him strength and it was by His grace he 
could boldly walk on the path, hold on to Him and 
attain the goal. When the goal was attained, he 
found that he was taken on the path unerringly. God 
took him straight to Himself and gave him the all-
comprehensive knowledge of Himself as personal 
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and impersonal — as Purusha and Prakriti and also 
as Purushottama. Purushottama — Purusha and 
Prakriti at once and beyond — is all-comprehensive 
and all-transcendent. God had taken him to this 
height and he found that He could be experienced in 
every aspect. q

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

When you take the name of your friend or 

relation who is living far away, at once his 

figure comes into your mind. So also if you, at 

all times, take the name of God, you will have 

God-consciousness continuously with you. You 

should believe that you are taking the name of 

God, who dwells in you and who is your eternal 

Mother and Master. God is personal and also 

impersonal. So, take Him in His personal 

aspect as your companion, Master or Mother. 

Some look upon Him only as impersonal. But 

He is both personal and impersonal. He is the 

all-pervading Spirit — the eternal essence of all 

that exists — but He is also a Supreme Person 

who pours His grace on us.

— Swami Ramdas
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 ETERNAL JOKER
By Swami Shuddhananda

hose of us who had had the privilege of 
meeting Papa often, in the last years he spent 
amidst us on this earth, will remember most 

his jovial smile and the jokes he made. Papa often 
chose to call himself a blissful witness of Ram’s Lila 
and to us, clustered around him, he would present 
everything that happened around him in the colours 
of richest humour. When we talked with Papa for 
some length of time, we could in our minds almost 
imagine what a delightful person Papa’s Ram was, 
what an eternal joker He was, who always loved to 
pull tricks on His devotees. In these moments, that 
will linger in the minds of everyone who came to 
know Papa well, Ram would cease to be something 
awesome and worshipful as befitting a Divine Power 
but someone who could be as intensely human and 
humane as could be. Papa gave to us his Ram in the 
manner of a child sharing its dearest possession with 
those around him. “Remember Him,” Papa once 
said, “and you will at once have Him by your side. 
Call Him and He will at once answer your prayers. 
Love Him and He will at once make you His.”
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Papa would sometimes tell us of his ‘talks’ with 
his Ram also. Usually, the best time to hear Papa 
talk of his wonderful companion — Ram — was the 
afternoon, just before Papa had his siesta for a few 
minutes. Most of the devotees and visitors to the 
Ashram would then be in their own rooms and only 
a few of us would be seated around Papa’s cot in 
his room, eager to listen to his talk. One or two of us 
would be fanning Papa while the rest sat in front of 
him and Papa, with eyes ever twinkling with bubbling 
humour, regaled us with the many ways of his Ram.

“Do you know what Ram said to Ramdas today?” 
Papa once asked us, and then confided: “He said 
that He was getting a little tired of saccharine tea. He 
is asking Ramdas: ‘where are all the fine things you 
used to get from your devotees?’ Ramdas told him: 
‘It is your own doing. By your will, Ramdas has a 
guest here now (pointing to his abdomen) and he is 
here to stay. So, you better get used to saccharine 
tea because that is all you are going to get.’ Ram kept 
mum then.”

“Papa,” one of us asked, “What is Ram saying 
now?”

There was pin drop silence while Papa, with a 
broad grin on his face, looked closely at every one of 

ETERNAL JOKER
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us — there were five or six of us present in the room 
then — and we waited eagerly, our lips repressing 
the laughs that were bound to come within minutes.

Papa then said in slow and measured tones, 
keeping us in suspense, “Ram says that you are all 
good people, so you should not bother Him with too 
many questions.”

“We aren’t bothering Him at all, Papa,” protested 
one devotee.

“That is the trouble with Ram.” Papa said with 
a wry look that dissolved in a peal of laughter. “He 
doesn’t like to be asked questions. He is so used to 
having His own ways that He expects to be obeyed 
instantly. He is Ram, you know.”

 Papa put in a word on behalf of Ram. “He is 
not such a bad fellow, really. He is very kind, very 
loving, and a slave of all His devotees. You think He 
has forgotten you and you are plunged in despair. 
Then, lo! suddenly, from within you, his gentle voice 
can be heard: “Here I am!” Only, He is very playful 
and likes to play hide and seek with His devotees. 
Once He has claimed you as His, His stamp is upon 
you. You try to erase it as you will, but it is indelible; 
you run away from Him, but He will be after you 
all the time; you think you have turned away from 
Him, but lo! There He is, standing right in front of 
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you. If you shut your eyes, you find He is all the time 
right within you — here (Papa points to his heart) 
and, worse, you hear Ram telling you: ‘Did you ever 
think you could get away from Me?’ That is the time 
when your poor little ego is finally crushed and you 
fall prostrate at His feet and say: ‘O Ram, You are all, 
I am nothing…’”

Papa went on: “But, why should anyone want to 
run away from Him? Rishis and Munis perform great 
austerities to get Him, kings and potentates gladly 
barter away their kingdoms to meet Him, and His 
countless devotees cry in despair because they cannot 
remember Him enough. Such is the Invincible Ram.”

By then, the time for Papa’s siesta was long past 
and, reminding ourselves of this fact with reluctance, 
we all rose to leave the room. Ram had the last word. 
Just as we were leaving the room, Papa waved his 
hand at us and said: “Do you know what Ram is 
saying now?”

“Ram is telling Ramdas that He is convinced 
now that you are all good people. Because, you 
did not bother Him with any questions!” With the 
room echoing to Papa’s gentle laugh, we left the 
place, looking forward to another of those wonderful 
afternoons with Papa. q

Source: With My Master

ETERNAL JOKER
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DEAR CHILDREN
Gopal’s Brother

ong ago, in a small village lived a poor 
mother with her only son Gopal. Gopal 
was 5 years old. Though she was poor, she 

wanted Gopal to be well read. She went around the 
village and begged the villagers to support her only 
son’s education. They gave her enough money for 
Gopal to join a school in the next village. 

Gopal was happy, but there was a problem. The 
next village was across a dense jungle. Gopal was 
a small boy. He was very afraid to walk across this 
jungle alone. He told his mother, ‘Ma! I am afraid 
to go alone in the dark. Can you come with me?’ 
What could the mother do? She had to work all day 
to make a living. She sadly shook her head and said, 
‘No my dear child, I cannot come…’ Seeing the little 
child’s face darken with fear and disappointment, she 
immediately closed her eyes, chanted ‘Hare Rama 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare; Hare Krishna 
Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare’ and 
prayed to Lord Krishna. She then said with a smile, 
‘Gopal! Do not worry! Your brother, Krishna, is there 
in the jungle. He is very strong and affectionate too. 
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Whenever you need anything, just call out his name 
and he shall give you what you want.’ She just told 
so to Gopal to give him some strength so that he at 
least starts going to school.

Gopal started his first day at school and while 
he was walking in the jungle, he heard a distant roar 
of a wild animal. He immediately cried out ‘Krishna! 
Oh Krishna! My brother where are you?’ Since he 
called out our Lord Krishna’s Name with so much 
faith and devotion, Lord Sri Krishna appeared before 
him in all His beauty. Gopal was so happy to see his 
wonderful brother. Krishna told Gopal, ‘Gopal!! I am 
a cowherd in this jungle. I am always present here. If 
you want anything, just call me and I will find you!’

Gopal was overjoyed. That evening when he 
was returning home, he felt no fear, as Krishna — his 
brother — was there to take care of him. Whenever 
he was with his brother, he felt so strong and happy! 
Krishna met him on the way and gave him a few 
flowers as a gift.

Gopal rushed home to report to his mother all 
the happenings. His mother could not believe that 
Lord Krishna really came for her son. But she just 
kept quiet. She thought Gopal was telling her stories!

DEAR CHILDREN
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Soon Gopal started bringing home milk sweets, 
which tasted like Divine nectar and wonderful flowers 
from which emanated a celestial scent. Gopal’s 
mother called him and asked, ‘Did your brother 
really give you all this?’ 

Gopal replied, ‘Of course, Ma!’

She asked Gopal to take her to the jungle with 
him the next day.

As they were walking in the jungle, Gopal cried 
out to his brother and asked him to give flowers to 
his mother. Krishna came and gave flowers to Gopal. 
While Gopal was smiling at his ‘brother’ Krishna who 
appeared with a bunch of flowers in his hands, his 
mother could see only the flowers and not Krishna.

She understood that since Gopal called out to the 
Lord with complete faith, He appeared before him, 
and since she lacked total faith, the Lord showed His 
grace but did not appear before her.

If we call out His Name with complete faith, 
Krishna will certainly appear before us. Faith is 
the most important thing. Faith can win over any 
obstacle. So, my dear children, pray with utmost faith 
and the Lord answers such prayers immediately. q

Source: https://namadwaar.org
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EPISTLES OF SWAMI RAMDAS
eloved Ram, 

…What is faith? Unquestioning surrender 
to God’s will is faith. Whatever happens is 

attributed to the working of God. 
God is taken as great, good and kind. He is the 

sole dispenser of all things. Since all events proceed 
from a heart ever filled with goodness, love and 
mercy, there is nothing to grumble at, nothing to 
find fault with, nothing to grieve over, nothing to 
be anxious about, and nothing to be afraid of. All, 
all is His doing. He works always for harmony and 
joy. In the heart of all things and happenings, it is 
He who exists and is at work. When this faith is ours, 
God becomes our never-failing companion, guide 
and friend. We do all actions by His will, i.e., by His 
prompting. He is in us and everywhere about us. All 
doubts and fears then vanish away and we attain a 
state of freedom which is itself absolute peace and 
bliss… 

Love and Namaskars to yourself, etc.
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IN MEMORIAM 
mt Sonali Savkoor (aged 73), an ardent 
devotee of the Ashram from Bangalore was 
called by Beloved Papa on the 7th of May 

2021. 
We pray for Beloved Papa’s blessings on the departed 
soul for eternal rest and peace at His lotus feet. q

ANANDASHRAM NEWS
15,500-CRORE NAMA JAPA YAGNA 

FOR WORLd PEACE: The total Japa received 
in the third round of the 15500-Crore Nama Japa 
Yagna For World Peace in the month of July is 230 
crores. The grand total of the Japa done so far in this 
round now stands at 10876 crores. q

It is up to you to make your life either 

harmonious or chaotic. If you attune it with 

God, the Master of harmonies, and make Him 

your sole Companion, Guide and Refuge, You 

will fill it with true beauty, peace and equality. 

Then eternal music is produced in you and Divine 

splendour illumines every aspect of your life.

— Swami Ramdas
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THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH

What is there sweeter in 
the world than to hold 

communion with your Eternal 
Beloved? He is your never-
failing companion and friend. He 
resides in the inner chamber of 
your heart and is also present 
everywhere about you. He is the 
Soul of your soul, the Life of 
your life. In the absolute sense, 
you and He are one.

— Swami Ramdas


