
Dec 2021 1

A monthly journal started by HH Swami Ramdas in 1933
DEDICATED TO UNIVERSAL LOVE AND SERVICE

DECEMBER 2021

ANANDASHRAM, PO ANANDASHRAMA 671531, INDIA

Vol. 89 No. 03



2 THE VISION Dec 2021

Beloved Papa Swami Ramdas (1884-1963)



Dec 2021 3

Vol. 89 No. 03

CONCENTRATION ON RAM

 
Mind, dwell not amidst scenes that pass away;

Let Ram — the Supreme Being — 
  ever on thee hold His sway.

O Mind, give up all desires that sting thee like 
   scorpion bites;

Take up the thought of Ram and soar 
   to Elysian heights. 

O Mind, wander not, struggle not to reach 
   the fruitless quest;

Be steady, fixed on Ram, and earn eternal rest.

O Mind, all thoughts are fraught with 

   pains, fear and cares,

Except the one of Ram, the stamp of bliss ever bears.

— Swami Ramdas
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FROM THE EDITOR
he month of December reminds us of Param 
Pujya Papa Swami Ramdas’ Sannyas; but 
for his renunciation in December 1922 

Anandashram would not have come into being and 
we would not be here. We are here as devotees of 
Beloved Papa only because he adopted the order of 
Sannyas. Therefore, the 27th of December is observed 
as Sannyas Day — a day of renunciation — by his 
spiritual children. 

The uniqueness about Beloved Papa’s Sannyas 
is that he had absolutely no struggle in giving up or 
renouncing the so-called worldly ties. He wandered 
all over India as a free-bird with Ram Nam on his 
lips, the vision of Ram everywhere and accepting 
everything that happened as willed by the Divine.

In order that we, as spiritual children of Beloved 
Papa, really try to imbibe the above three salient 
factors of Sadhana, he placed before us his immensely 
inspiring book, IN QUEST OF GOD, which is a classic 
in itself. This book will be taken up for an in-depth 
study during Beloved Papa’s Sannyas Centenary 
from 27th December 2021-2022. 
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Though it may not be possible for us to follow 
the life-pattern that he adopted as a Sadhaka, we can 
try our best to translate at least a few of his practices 
in our daily lives. Keeping this in view, this month’s 
issue of THE VISION carries articles on Beloved 
Papa’s renunciation, giving thrust to constant God-
remembrance. q

— Editor

In the course of Ramdas’ life, prior to his 

meeting the Guru, he had been awakened 

off and on by contacts with some dynamic 

personalities; though he had not felt that 

any power from outside had done it, the 

awakening had taken place within him. 

Ramdas once saw Gandhiji in Mangalore 

from a distance. A strange influence from 

him changed Ramdas’ outlook and his 

mind started going towards God. The first 

touch was from Gandhiji.

— Swami Ramdas
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SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION
By Swami Ramdas

he attainment of God-realisation 
is a gradual process. You have 
to progress from stage to stage 

before the goal is reached. The first step 
is strong aspiration which gives rise to 
concentration and purification. Then comes the inner 
vision and the resultant peace and bliss which leads 
to the full knowledge of the Reality. Next you achieve 
a state of all-comprehensive realisation of Divinity 
in all aspects of existence. Ultimately, you get the 
experience of the mystic oneness and identity with 
God, which baffles description.

Hence it must be understood by every 
aspirant that the path which takes him to the goal 
of spiritual perfection should be trodden upon 
with determination, steadiness and patience. The 
transformation that is sought to be brought about is 
of a tremendous nature. The animal and the human 
have to be changed into the Superhuman and 
Divine. Unusual haste, uncontrolled impatience and 
impetuous zeal should be avoided.

Every human being, in whatever situation or 
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circumstance he or she is placed, possesses the right 
to realise the highest spiritual status. What is needed 
is a fixed resolve, a sustained faith and an optimistic 
outlook when walking on the path. There may come 
moments of vacillation, uncertainty and even of 
despair. Here the aspirant should have recourse to 
the society of saints. Through their inspiration and 
guidance he should regain strength and assurance 
and march onward.

Just as the flower reveals its hidden grace and 
fragrance, so your soul unfolds its latent qualities 
of all-encompassing vision, eternal wisdom and 
infinite bliss by a natural evolutionary urge God has 
implanted within you. 

Saints are beacons. Saints show the path. They 
hearten you in your struggle. Their words should 
carry absolute weight with you. They can awaken 
and enthuse you. But you have to advance on the 
path by your own growing inner power and will. 
You should feel conscious that the Divine within is 
your sole refuge. It is by the constant thought and 
meditation of Him that you rise from the lower to the 
higher planes of consciousness. When finally you are 
absorbed in Him, He manifests within you in all His 
beauty, power and glory. q
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BELOVED PAPA SWAMI RAMDAS  
EXPLAINS HOW HE TOOK THE LEAP

he great change came over 
Ramdas in 1922 with his life of 
renunciation, not as a result of 

his own effort or initiative, but by the 
power, Will and grace of God. Until 
this transformation came to him, he was living only 
an ordinary life. This does not mean that he was 
selfish or inflicted any injury upon others or exploited 
others for his personal happiness. It was only that he 
was not aware then that there was a Great Reality 
underlying this universal manifestation and that by 
attaining that Reality one could become supremely 
happy and peaceful, free from all anger, hate and 
bickering, which brought him in daily conflict with his 
fellow-beings.

When this great change came, Ramdas was 
swept off his feet, as it were. He did not know what 
was going to happen to him. He was asked to repeat 
the name of God constantly, to keep his mind serene 
and calm, so that it could go deeper within himself, 
to find the Truth on which his life was based. For 
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that purpose he was made to give up everything, 
all attachments to worldly life, worldly relations and 
possessions, and he was taken from place to place 
in a state which was really wonderful. In that state 
he felt neither attraction nor repulsion for the world. 
The world had practically ceased to exist for him. His 
mind was merely an instrument in the hands of the 
Divine and he was being led by that Power. His mind 
was merged in ineffable peace and bliss.

Having experienced that supreme joy in this 
state, Ramdas was going about telling everybody 
that, if they lived on the lower levels of life like 
animals, they could never get real happiness. They 
must transcend all these and go deep down within 
themselves and realise the all-pervading eternal 
Spirit, which is pure bliss and peace. In this way, 
for nearly four years, Ramdas was wandering from 
place to place, and during his wanderings, he was 
made to remain for days together in caves and 
jungles in order that he might get the fullness of 
spiritual experience which is the aim and purpose 
of human life. q
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WORDS OF PUJYA MATAJI KRISHNABAI
enunciation should come from 
within. But it does not mean 
you should shun the world. 

One must learn to live with people 
without attachment to them. That is the 
real test. By total surrender to Purushottam Papa, 
you are sure to get liberation.

Sannyas is not meant for everyone. It is better, 
and safer, for you to lead the householder’s life and 
make increasing room for God and His meditation 
in your daily routine. Beloved Papa used to say that 
leading a householder’s life and doing Sadhana is 
like fighting a battle from the safety of a fortress. But, 
if you leave your house and go in for Sannyas, it 
would be like fighting the same battle on the plains, 
where you are exposed to every sort of danger.

Do not run away from your homes in the name 
of “Sannyas” and set up an Ashram. There cannot be 
a greater wrong today than this act. It is far better to 
live in your own home with your family and take the 
Guru Mantra incessantly and attain Papa’s Shashwat 
Swarup.
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Those of you who speak of Tyaga (renunciation) 
do so only for show. My whole purpose in cleaning 
you up of your old stuff to which you hug is only 
to instil in your hearts a broader vision, which is 
absolutely necessary if you want to progress on the 
path to Papa. Papa’s Eternal Being is signified by 
utter emptiness, total void, and you must also be 
equally empty within and without and give up your 
sense of possession altogether. I want you to at least 
make a beginning in this direction. q

Ramdas does not initiate anybody into 
Sannyas. He himself was not so initiated 

by anyone. He got the call from within and in 
obedience to that call he adopted Sannyas 
himself. His advice to all who come to him is 
that they may themselves embrace Sannyas 
similarly, when they feel strongly the call 
from within. Many sages lived in our country 
centuries ago without adopting formal Sannyas. 
Sannyas, no doubt, helps spiritual progress. 
But it should be remembered that Sannyas is 
not the end. One has to go beyond Sannyas.

— Swami Ramdas
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LET US LOVE HIM WITH ALL OUR HEART
By Swami Satchidananda

(Talk given by Pujya Swamiji on the 
occasion of Beloved Papa’s Sannyas 
Day in December 1996.)

oday we are celebrating the 
most important day for us 
because but for what had happened this day 

in 1922, this Ashram would not have come up and we 
would not have been here. We are here as devotees 
of Beloved Papa only because he became a Sannyasi 
at that time. Therefore, it is known as Sannyas Day, 
the day of renunciation. In fact, I would say, the word 
renunciation does not suit very well here because in 
our Beloved Papa’s case, he was so much devoted 
to God, so much immersed in God-remembrance, 
so much forgetful of the day-to-day world that he 
did not want anything else. He wanted only God. 
He wanted to live in God, move in God and have 
his being in God. So all the other things, that is, the 
household, relations, old family life itself dropped 
away from him thus setting him free. He became a 
free bird and wandered all over India with Ram Nam 
on his lips and the vision of Ram everywhere and 
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accepting everything that happened as happening by 
the will of God. There was absolutely no struggle in 
his giving up things or renouncing things.

You must have read in his books, IN QUEST OF 
GOD and IN THE VISION OF GOD, that his only 
aim was to keep up God-remembrance all the 24 
hours and submit to His will in all matters and thus 
remain in constant communion with Him. It is a great 
lesson for us.

Though he left the household and wandered all 
over India, went to the Himalayas and lived in caves, 
he has not been advising his devotees to do the same 
as he himself thought that it was not really necessary. 
He says that it came about because God willed it 
so. So, unless God wills it so, in other cases also, 
it may not be necessary to subject oneself to such 
rigorous discipline. That should not be an excuse for 
us to sit quiet. Our effort should be to remember God 
constantly and thus remain in communion with Him 
ceaselessly. We should seek only God. If we also want 
many other things of the world, our devotion becomes 
divided, and we may not find time to remember 
God constantly as other things we are after drag our 
mind down. But those devotees of Beloved Papa or 
devotees of God who want only God should devote 



Dec 2021 15

all the 24 hours for God-remembrance employing 
every method possible. Then automatically other 
things fall away from us without effort.

In Beloved Papa’s case we have seen on some 
occasions he had no food to eat. He was so oblivious 
to hunger and thirst; he was absorbed in God that he 
did not think of food at all. When somebody offered 
food to him, he told that friend, “Oh friend, you 
remind Ramdas of food!” So also if we live in God all 
the time, we will be forgetting our worldly needs and 
comforts. Automatically the Divine qualities will be 
developing in us without our knowledge.

Unfortunately what is happening now even with 
us is that though we are prepared to renounce big 
things like family, position and properties, we are not 
able to give up small things like likes, dislikes and petty 
prejudices which unfortunately hinder our progress. 
If we maintain God-remembrance all the 24 hours 
and if we are successful in that, we can be sure we 
will be guided unerringly. We will not be made to slip 
down from the path. God will be protecting us every 
moment.

So our effort must only be to maintain His 
remembrance all the 24 hours of the day — at least 
during all our waking hours. This is what our Beloved 

LET US LOVE HIM...
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Papa did and expects us all to do. He assured us that 
if we have God-remembrance constantly everything 
else will automatically follow. Let us all do this simple 
thing — maintain His remembrance ceaselessly. To 
maintain that remembrance ceaselessly we have 
to love Him with all our heart. Then only it will be 
possible. So let us pray for this love from the bottom 
of our heart so that we may remember Him constantly 
and ultimately realise our oneness with Him. q

Surrender to God is the way to liberation. 
Constant repetition of His holy name 

will lead us to self-surrender. God’s name 
is like a lamp kept on the doorway. It gives 
light both inside and outside the room. 
So also by keeping God’s name always on 
our tongue, we shall have peace within 
and without. It removes all the impurities 
of the mind and enables us to see God 
everywhere. By realizing that everything is 
the form of God, we shall also be able to 
love all alike.

— Swami Ramdas
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SPIRITUAL PROgRESS AND ATTAINMENT
By Swami Ramdas

hen the transformation took 
place in him (Beloved Papa) 
in the year 1922. Although the 

struggle started much earlier, it became 
intense only in 1922. At that time, his 
mind was so much absorbed in the remembrance 
and thought of God that the world was rapidly 
receding from him. The attractions for the world were 
gradually disappearing and he lost all interest in the 
worldly life because he was solely absorbed in the 
remembrance of God.

It was at that time that he used to attend the 
evening Bhajans at his elder brother’s house — elder 
brother by the old life to which Ramdas refers as 
the previous birth. He was drawn there because the 
brother was holding regular Bhajans in his house. 
They had a clay image of Lord Krishna with flute 
in His hand, placed on a raised pedestal. It was 
modelled after Ravi Varma’s picture. Many members 
of the household used to sit in front of it and perform 
Bhajan. Though Ramdas attended the Bhajans, he 
was not taking part in singing. He was sitting and 
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simply gazing at the image listening to the songs. 
It was at this time that he started repeating Ram 
Nam; he was then beset with worldly worries, which 
virtually drove him towards God. That often happens 
as worldly difficulties and anxieties create in you a 
sense of detachment, that is Vairagya.

Abhyasa and Vairagya should always go together. 
In many cases, Abhyasa is not possible because there 
is no Vairagya. Vairagya gives you a push towards 
God. God gave Ramdas first Bhakti and, as a result 
of it, Vairagya came. His longing for God became 
more and more intense with the result that the 
attraction for worldly objects disappeared gradually 
until at last the bond was completely cut off and he 
was solely absorbed in God-thought. When he was 
repeating Ram Nam he found strange peace. While 
repeating the Name, he was not concentrating on any 
form within or without. He was only concentrating 
on the music of the Name. He was very punctual in 
attending the evening Bhajans.

But after a few days, Ramdas had to shift to 
a place far away from his brother’s house. So he 
was denied the privilege of attending the evening 
Bhajans. Thence forward, Ram Nam took deep root 
in him. It was on his lips constantly and the struggle 
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to attain the goal grew intense. Although he had 
now no taste for worldly things, because of the long-
standing habit of thinking of worldly objects, the mind 
used to be dragged to them and Ramdas felt utterly 
miserable on these occasions. This is the experience 
of all devotees. When the mind is drawn away from 
their beloved Lord to worldly objects, naturally, they 
would feel miserable like a fish thrown out of water. 
Ramdas’ mind was craving for God and God alone. 
So, whenever the mind was dragged down, he was 
in intense agony. This state is called Viraha. Viraha 
comes only after the first contact with Him. When 
your mind is turned away from thought of God and 
made to dwell on the objects of the senses, you 
keenly feel the separation caused by loss of touch 
with your dearest. This sort of Viraha-Tapa used to 
seize Ramdas off and on. q

SPIRITUAL PROGRESS & ATTAINMENT

Verily God is Our Divine Parent; more than 
anything else He is our all loving Mother. 

To confide and place our entire trust in Him 
and look to Him for everything is the meaning 
of true surrender.

— Swami Ramdas
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MY gURUDEV
By T Bhavanishankar Rao

Excerpt from Beloved Papa’s 
Sannyas Silver Jubilee Souvenir  

urudev has completed 25 years of his new 
birth on the spiritual plane. It would seem 
that in the very first year of his renouncing the 

worldly life, he had attained realization. The following 
among the several ecstatic outpourings of his heart 
printed as an appendix to his first book, IN QUEST OF 
GOD, which gives graphically the story of his travels 
and experiences, will bear out the above supposition:

O Ram, I see Thy form on every side; 
In all the worlds Thy light and glory abide. 
O Ram, Thou art the sun that shines on high; 
Thou art the moon and stars that deck the sky. 
O Ram, Thou art the life that fills all space, 
And sets the whirling universe in its race. 
O Ram, I see in hills Thy form Divine, 
In waters vast that flow and wave and shine. 
O Ram, I see Thy light in jungles wild, 
In trees and plants and verdure mild. 
O Ram, all life reflects Thy godly light 
Thou art all in all — Love, Bliss and Might. 
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Again: “Higher and higher the thought rises, 
until it is lost in the incomprehensible. Deeper and 
deeper the thought runs down, until it is lost in the 
unfathomable. Wider and wider the thought spreads 
out, until it is lost in the unexplorable. Narrower and 
narrower the thought contracts, until it is lost in the 
unthinkable. Om Sri Ram.” 

When the All-gracious Almighty Lord started 
Gurudev on the spiritual path, giving him an 
altogether new birth and name, the Lord would 
appear to have meant him for far higher things than 
his own personal salvation, and he too would seem 
to have known it by intuition. For, in one of the 
aforesaid ecstatic outpourings we read: 

“Start Ramdas on his mission — O Ram! Let 
him go out into the world, toil, suffer, die for Thy 
sake. Let him face contempt, persecution, nay, death 
for Thy rule of Love, Bliss and Light. In the fire of this 
ordeal, let Ramdas purify his lethargic soul. Height 
of misery is height of happiness. To rise above both 
is true bliss — true peace. O Ram, give the call! Let 
Thy stern command come. If not, make this body —
worthless stuff — wither and perish. Let every minute 
of its existence be utilised for Thy service, Ram.” 

MY GURUDEV
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In the first year, Gurudev, like a dry leaf driven 
by the wind, toured through India with no plans or 
thoughts for the very next moment, but solely guided 
by the Lord, whose living presence he felt within 
himself, and whose sweet Name he ever kept on his 
lips. Two khaddar pieces, ochre coloured, and two tiny 
copies of Gita and Bible, were his only possessions in 
the world. He carried no money, nor received any, but 
lived on alms and travelled by train when the railway 
authorities suffered him to do so. Otherwise, he walked 
on foot. All the same, the Lord led him to almost all 
the famous sacred places in India from Kedarnath in 
the Himalayas in the north, to Rameshwaram in the 
south, and from Mathura-Vrindavan in the west to 
Jagannath Puri in the east, although this had never 
been desired by Gurudev. Here, I cannot resist the 
temptation of quoting in extenso, in Gurudev’s own 
words, the experiences he had during this tour which 
had occupied one full year: “Love of Ram means 
love of all beings, all creatures, all life, all things in 
the world; because Ram is in all and all is in Ram, 
and Ram is all in all. To realize this great Truth, we, 
who through ignorance feel as separate individuals, 
should submit ourselves to the will and working of that 
Infinite Power — that Infinite Love — Ram — who is 
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one and all-pervading. By a complete surrender to 
the will of Ram, we lose consciousness of the body, 
which keeps us aloof from Him, and find ourselves 
in a state of complete identification and union with 
Ram, who is in us and everywhere around us. In 
this condition, hatred, which means consciousness 
of diversity, ceases, and Love, consciousness of 
unity, is realized. The Divine Love can be attained 
by humbling ourselves to such a degree as to totally 
subdue our egoism, our self-assertion as a separate 
individual existence, Having reached this stage, we, 
by the awakened consciousness of unity or Love, are 
naturally prompted to sacrifice all the interests that 
concern the body, for the welfare of our fellowmen 
and fellow creatures, who are all manifest actions of 
the same Ram…”

All glory to Sri Sadguru Dev! q

MY GURUDEV

Before going to bed at night, and when 

rising from it in the morning, send a prayer 

to God to keep you always in His all-blissful 

refuge. Perform your daily duties, whatever 

their nature, in the best of lights possible. 

— Swami Ramdas
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THE PSYCHOLOgICAL BASIS OF SURRENDER
By Sisley Tanner

Excerpt from Beloved Papa’s  
Sannyas Silver Jubilee Souvenir

n our modern world we are overworking 
the reasoning mind. We are trying to make 
it function in regions to which it does not 

belong. This is our mistake and hence our chaos. 
It is essentially an objective mind, working through 
the sense perception and relating to our fact world. 
It can also deal with abstract thought in so far as it 
has the material. But it is also a limited mind and 
our problems are becoming limitless, involving more 
and more the workings of the unseen and invisible 
world, the psychological, psychic and cosmic forces. 
There only the intuitional mind will serve us, for, it 
is the instrument of the Divine mind and will, and 
the Divine mind is limitless, is absolute in compass 
and complete in consciousness, to which our idea 
of space and time is only an atom, or a moment of 
eternity. For most of us, it only comes through in fitful 
flashes, but it is wonderful how that still, small voice 
persists in spite of our abuse and neglect. 
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It is on this foundation that our beloved Ramdas 
builds, and it is to this Guru, the Divine Self within, 
to which he surrenders. To us who know him he 
is our most modern saint, the representative of the 
coming age, when the superconscious or inner mind 
will be as natural to us as our outer mind and work as 
smoothly and as constantly in conscious awareness, 
and also unerringly and infallibly when it becomes 
firmly established. Not only will this solve the almost 
now insurmountable problems of mankind by 
leading from Darkness to Light, but will give man 
that permanent love, bliss and peace which the outer 
world cannot give. That there has been no sudden 
cleavage of consciousness between the conscious and 
the superconscious states, no trance state, or what is 
ordinarily known as Samadhi, is one of the important 
qualities of Ramdas’ development. His whole nature 
flows together in a complete synthesis and his whole 
life is perfectly natural, sweet and good. Ramdas is 
surely a forerunner of the new age dawning even 
how in our day of great travail. 

This gives us our direction and brings us to 
the issue, the matter of surrender to our inner Self. 
We have been so tied up to our outer selves, our 

PSYCHOLOGICAL BASIS OF SURRENDER
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objective mind and world, that we are like prisoners 
now longing for release. To become convinced of 
the issue was for Swamiji immediate action, and he 
turned with resolution to find the way to this Larger 
Existence. There ensued a period of preparation, 
which none of us can escape, for there is no royal 
highway. We must need contest every inch of the 
way, for, the soul has taken deep root in the world 
dominated by pleasure and pain. But by aspiration 
and devotion to the Lord, and raising our mind to 
His blessed attributes, His love, His goodness, His 
majesty and beauty that flood the world everywhere, 
and realizing all the time that by His power we are 
doing it, we are gradually being raised to the vibration 
of the Spirit. In the fullness of his heart Ramdas used 
to cry: “All, O Ram, is Thine, and all things are done 
by Thee alone. Thy slave’s one prayer to Thee is to 
take him under Thy complete guidance and remove 
his I-ness”. Aspiration and devotion are our best 
purifiers, and our finer rhythm is itself an armour 
against our coarser nature. We soon find that it is 
not more of the world, more wealth, more pleasure 
that can, give us happiness, but the Lord Himself. 
With Him is endless bliss, and without Him is endless 
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pain. The world was not despised, but it was put in its 
proper relationship in God’s great harmony. Ramdas 
found early that the repetition of God’s name, with 
his whole soul, was the easiest and safest way of 
opening the self to the Divine. This he used to do 
day and night, audibly and inaudibly. 

Finally, there came a time when he was able to 
give up all securities and rely on Him alone. “O Ram, O 
Divine Mother, Ramdas is Thine totally, completely — 
heart, soul, body, mind — everything — everything’’. 
All doubt and fear were conquered, the struggle over. 
He was caught in the Lord’s embrace, he was merged 
in His light, that light which is always there “hidden 
in every atom’’. Ramdas further realized that the light 
which was shining within him, was in all else besides. 
He saw it radiating everywhere. He had “entered a 
flood which extended over everywhere”. His X-ray 
vision now penetrated to the heart of things, and 
wherever he gazed, there was God enthroned. The 
unity of man and all his world was vindicated and it is 
on this plane alone that the Brotherhood of man can 
become possible and complete. How long will it take 
the nations of the world to realize this fact? 

Having once entered this stream, there is no 
returning to the old narrow confines. Tests came, 

PSYCHOLOGICAL BASIS OF SURRENDER
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many of them. God tried Ramdas under every 
circumstance for a period, but Ramdas and Ram 
could not be parted. “He is tied to you, and you are 
tied to Him. He lives in you and you live in Him. 
O Ram Thou art two; but Thou art one. O Love, O 
Ecstasy, O Joy, O Bliss, indescribable — O Light, 
flash, everywhere flash! Love, Love, everywhere 
Love”. q

God’s name is sweet. There is a way of 

repeating it that can give you and make you 

the very embodiment of joy. In the first place, 

surrender yourself to Him, accepting Him as 

the sole Power pervading all life and causing 

all movements in the world. He is the Lord of 

the Universe. Feel that you are nothing before 

Him. As an individual you are insignificant 

in comparison with Him. Know that you are 

nothing and He is everything. In this spirit, take 

His name. Call on Him and pray to Him with 

such an attitude and be sure that God whom 

you do not see within, will reveal Himself.

— Swami Ramdas
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IN QUEST OF gOD
By Duncan Greenlees

Excerpt from Beloved Papa’s  
Sannyas Silver Jubilee Souvenir  

wenty-five years ago! Did Sri P. Vittal Rao 
realise that last night of his old life what was 
coming? Did he know that in one of those 

sudden grand acts of heroic generosity which mark 
the saint — in every faith, in every age — before 
the sun dawned again he would have died to the old 
relationships, to be born again as simple Ramdas? 
Who can say? Can Ramdas himself tell us now? Can 
the jasmine tell us what she thought that previous 
night when, after long striving upwards through 
the darkness of her hidden life underground, she 
suddenly emerged into the sweet air of heaven — to 
grow and grow, until she became at last the source 
of fragrance for many, and a fitting garland for the 
Beloved Lord? 

Suddenly came that Divine call in his heart, and 
with it came the grace, the strength, the courage to 
respond. Ramdas went out alone (?) into God’s dear 
world, fired with the passionate resolve to find his 
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Beloved Ram, not resting till his personal life was 
burned away in fragrance at those lovely Feet that 
bring good tidings of great peace to every aspiring 
heart. 

No strange and hostile world was that which 
Ramdas found in his wanderings, for they were 
consecrated to the all-loving Creator of the all, whose 
very nature, whose untiring joy, it is to shower love 
and blessings on His children. Himself filled with 
purest love and longing, how could he find hate in 
any one? 

Everything that came to him, moment by 
moment, was a tender gift straight from the adored 
hand of that most precious, sweetest Lover of all our 
hearts. Tramplings and threats, lovely landscapes 
and daring risks, kindly comradeships and casual 
meetings, followed one another in rich and dazzling 
profusion — every one of them a fount of ecstasy 
for the loving Ramdas who had given himself wholly, 
without keeping anything in reserve for his little self, 
to that ever-loving Lord. 

Drifting like the leaf that, having done its service 
to the parent tree, now flutters down and rests, 
floating on the soft breeze of God’s sweet Will — 
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wandering from place to place, seeing not a thing 
around him but God, God, God, everywhere, in all 
the persons, animals, things, events that came to him 
from moment to moment — Ramdas trod his path 
“In Quest of God”. 

“In Quest”? Can we use this phrase for one who 
already bathed like a butterfly in the sunlit breeze, in 
God’s very Being, the rapture of His Omnipresent 
love? Yes, for God is infinite. We, His little children, 
may dive deep into the ocean of His love, may soar 
to immeasurable heights through the unfathomed 
spaces of the heavens, yet, we can never exhaust His 
perfect Being; there is always vast infinity beyond. 
Again, again, and yet again! Deep, deeper, and 
deeper yet! 

We may transcend a trillion universes, pass a 
thousand ‘liberations’, penetrate endless ages of 
uncounted time, and at the end, we shall but stand 
on the threshold of His welcoming love, we shall but 
see Him, arms wide outspread to gather us in, to fold 
us nestling in that infinitely loving tender heart. 

“In Quest of God”. How then did Ramdas seek 
that bliss? How has every saint had to seek it since 
the world began? “Before the soul can stand in His 

IN QUEST OF GOD
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Presence, its feet must be washed in the blood of the 
heart,” says the ancient maxim. “Renounce the self, 
take up your Cross, and follow Me,” says the Christ. 
It is the only way. Death is the prelude to life; the 
little self in us must die, that the One may reign and 
illuminate our hearts and lives. Vittal Rao must die, 
before Ramdas, God’s devotee, can walk the roads of 
India, singing His lovely Name and carrying His love 
and joy into the hearts of hundreds, of thousands, of 
His children. 

Keeping nothing back, Ramdas leapt alone into 
the abyss of Sannyas, and then — Oh joyful surprise! 
— fell at once into the all-receiving arms of the world’s 
Beloved. An act of heroic faith, which wins the heart 
of everyone who reads that perfect little classic that 
led the way among his books. An act to be followed 
by years of total trust in God for every little thing. 

As Ramdas gave himself to God, with open heart 
and hand, and was received and sanctified by Him, 
so let us also give ourselves to Him, holding nothing 
back, with childlike trust; then He will take us also 
and make us pure and happy, as He has made for us 
Ramdas, His own beloved child. q
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DEAR CHILDREN
Be The Light Unto Others

By Elizabeth Gilbert
ome years ago, I was stuck on a crosstown 
bus in New York City during rush hour. 
Traffic was barely moving. The bus was filled 

with cold, tired people who were deeply irritated with 
one another, with the world itself. Two men barked 
at each other about a shove that might or might not 
have been intentional. A pregnant woman got on, 
and nobody offered her a seat. Rage was in the air; 
no mercy would be found here.

But as the bus approached Seventh Avenue, the 
driver got on the intercom. “Folks”, he said, “I know 
you have had a rough day and you are frustrated. I 
can’t do anything about the weather or traffic, but 
here is what I can do. As each one of you gets off the 
bus, I will reach out my hand to you. As you walk by, 
drop your troubles into the palm of my hand, okay? 
Don’t take your problems home to your families 
tonight, just leave them with me. My route goes right 
by the Hudson River, and when I drive by there later, 
I will open the window and throw your troubles in 
the water.”
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It was as if a spell had lifted. Everyone burst 
out laughing. Faces gleamed with surprised delight. 
People who had been pretending for the past hour 
not to notice each other’s existence were suddenly 
grinning at each other like, ‘is this guy serious?’

Oh, he was serious.
At the next stop, just as promised, the driver 

reached out his hand, palm up, and waited. One 
by one, all the exiting commuters placed their hand 
just above his and mimed the gesture of dropping 
something into his palm. Some people laughed as 
they did this, some teared up but everyone did it. 
The driver repeated the same lovely ritual at the next 
stop, too. And the next. All the way to the river.

We live in a hard world, my friends. Sometimes 
it is extra difficult to be a human being. Sometimes 
you have a bad day. When life feels especially grim, 
or when I feel particularly powerless in the face of the 
world’s troubles, I think of this man and ask myself, 
What can I do, right now, to be the light? No matter 
who you are, or where you are, or how mundane 
or tough your situation may seem, I believe you can 
illuminate your world. In fact, I believe this is the only 
way the world will ever be illuminated, one bright act 
of grace at a time, all the way to the river. q
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EPISTLES OF SWAMI RAMDAS
eloved Ram, 

…It is an absolute truth that everything 
happens by God’s will. True, His will works 

neither for good nor evil — because, in the Absolute 
Truth and its workings, the Dwandwas do not exist. 
Truth is pure, colourless and glorious. When we say, 
God does everything for the best, the Goodness we 
speak of is the Absolute Goodness. When we say God 
is Love, we mean that He is absolute or impersonal 
Love. God and His ways cannot, therefore, be judged 
by mere intellectual standards. 

The circumstances brought about by God in 
Kasaragod which resulted in Ramdas leaving the 
place are indeed God’s own doing. It is clear that 
Ramdas’ work lay elsewhere. It is immaterial as to 
what means God employs to carry out His purpose. 
The distinction of honourable and dishonourable 
ways exists for him who is caught up in the maze of 
ignorance. For the liberated, laudation and ignominy 
are alike; he has the vision of Truth which is pure 
bliss and peace. q 
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SANNYAS CENTENARY OF  
BELOVED PAPA SWAMI RAMDAS
s mentioned in the October issue of THE 
VISION, the year-long commemorative 
programmes in connection with Beloved 

Papa’s Sannyas Centenary will commence from the 
24th of December 2021. 
Commencement Programmes:

The programmes scheduled to be held in the 
Ashram from the 24th to the 27th of December are as 
follows:
•	 Akhand Ram Nam from 24th to 26th December 

and Satsang sessions in the afternoons.
•	 Initiating the year-long Swadhyaya-Sadhana 

Sankalpa with Ashir-Vachan by Revered HH 
Swami Padmanabhanandaji Maharaj of Divine 
Life Society, Rishikesh, on the 27th of December.

•	 Special Bhajan Programmes.
Year-long Programmes:

To make the study of Beloved Papa’s book, IN 
QUEST OF GOD, more effective, which is the focus 
of the Sannyas Centenary, the participants may:
•	 Attend the special Satsang sessions from 10:00 

am to 11:00 am on the 1st Sunday of every 
month from January to November 2022, which 
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will be shared through Google Meet/YouTube/
Facebook, and will also include a video recording 
of Ashir-Vachan by a saint.  

•	 Read 3-4 chapters, which are to be covered 
every month, prior to the session as Pujya Swami 
Muktanandaji will not read the chapters. He will 
only share some thoughts on those chapters and 
narrate some relevant anecdotes.

•	 In order that the Swadhyaya does not slip into 
an academic exercise, devotees are requested to 
intensify Nama, Dhyana and Seva. q

— Anandashram

IN MEMORIAM
ri V Sreedharan, who worked in Ashram for 
more than 20 years, was called by Beloved 
Papa on the 30th of October 2021. We pray 

for Beloved Papa’s blessings on the departed soul for 
eternal rest at His lotus feet. q

ANANDASHRAM NEWS
15,500-CRORe NAMA JAPA YAGNA 

FOR WORLD PeACe: The total Japa received 
in the third round of the 15500-Crore Nama Japa 

IN MEMORIAM
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Yagna For World Peace in the month of October is 
200 crores. The grand total of the Japa done so far in 
this round now stands at 11556 crores. q

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV
As per information received from the 

Ministry of Information and Broadecasting’s 
Bureau of Outreach and Communication, 
country-wide celebrations are being undertaken 
to commemorate the completion of 75 years of 
India’s Independence. The campaign is called 
“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav”. 

This Amrit Mahotsav reminds us of the noble 
sacrifices made by innumerable nationalists and 
leaders, and also celebrates the glorious history 
of our freedom struggle and journey of socio-
cultural, political and economic progress over the 
last 75 years. 

The Amrit Mahotsav, a 75-week countdown 
to the 75th anniversary, began on 12th March, 
2021 and will conclude on 15th August, 2023.

THE VISION offers its homage to all who 
had made sacrifices for achieving freedom, and 
also to those who have helped and are helping 
the county progress towards a glorious future. q
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH

Sr. Book Title Price (Rs.) 
1 Ashram Seva 30
2 At the Feet of God 85
3 Call of the Devotee 130
4 Dive Deep and Soar High 120
5 Gita Sandesh 110
6 Glimpses of Divine Vision 60
7 God Experience, Vols. 1 & 2 (Set) 240
8 Gospel Of Swami Ramdas, Vols. 1 to 3 (Set)  750
9 Guru’s Grace 150
10 Hints to Aspirants 100
11 In Quest of God 150
12 In the Vision of God 285
13 Krishnabai 80
14 Lectures of Swami Ramdas, Vols. 1 to 5 (Set) 1100
15	 Letters	of	Swami	Ramdas,	Vols.	1	&	2	(Set)	 240
16 Mundane to Spiritual 100
17 Passage to Divinity 120
18 Pathless Path 50
19 Poems 100
20 Points to Ponder 150
21 Religion — Its Universality 50
22 Sadhaka and Sadhana 30
23 Sayings of Swami Ramdas 60
24 Srimad Bhagavatam 380
25 Stories as told by Swami Ramdas 100
26 Swami Ramdas on Himself 120
27 Swami Satchidananda 50
28 Talks of Swami Ramdas 130
29 The Divine Life, Vols. 1 & 2 (Set) 380
30 The Mother of All 60
31 The Silent Sage 60
32 Thus Speaks Ramdas 60
35 Viswamata Krishnabai 70
36 With My Master 90
37 With the Divine Mother, Vols. 1 to 3 (Set) 540
38 World is God 210

ANANDASHRAM PUBLICATIONS
Tel: (0467) 2970160

Email:	anandashrampublications@gmail.com
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THOUGHT FOR 
THe MONTH

Ramdas still belongs to the 
world, not in a partial sense, 

but in totality. His Beloved is 
not only in particular persons, 
but is in His full power and 
glory in all beings, creatures 
and things. Ramdas has only 
expanded the narrow family 
circle into a world-family. So 
it is not renunciation, but 
expansion. God has in His 
mercy made him embrace the 
whole universe as his.

— Swami Ramdas
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